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The Water Club

Playful and Sensual, a Boutique Hotel in Puerto Rico Gets in the Mood
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LEFT: The appropriately hued foyer of
the hotel's restaurant, Tangerine. Ef
Chupacabras is by local artist Carlos
Mercado, Kravet chair fabric. ABOVE:

Inthe dining area, which was ariginal-

lyintendedto be acenference room,
sheer fabricis draped over lights to

create adiffused crange glow.

irst it was Miami Beach, rebounding from decades of
fuddy-duddydom to become a sleek Art Déco escape
for the voung, the restless and the professionally
thin. Now the scene is moving farther south, beyond
South Beach, across the blue Atlantic to Puerto Rico’s San
Juan, a place Stephen Sondheim dismissed satirically in a
Hest Side Story lyric as having “hundreds of flowers in full
bloom,/ Hundreds of people in each room.” If there are hun-
dreds of people there now, though, the room must be a bar
called Liquid, on the first floor of a new boutique hotel called
The Water Club, which is the coolest, or hottest, place to
be in this whole suddenly hip capital city.

By day The Water Club appears to be an unremarkable
white Moderne building that rises 11 stories from the beige,
palm-fringed beach of Isla Verde, a community of substantial
homes and hotels located five minutes from San Juan’s inter-
national airport and 15 minutes from the 16th-century streets
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tilesilluminat-
ube: “We
sparency
as possible because the space was
limited,” explains Rosario. Brueton
leather barstools, OPPOSITE: Kurland
claims that watching hotel revelersis
“the greatest spectator sportin town.”
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By ﬂlgl’]’[ the hotel is
transtormed into a | UmINous spaceship
w1 streaming with blue light.

cabin, exposing the brilliant blue of the

BELOW: To ensure that guasts experi-

elevator shaft. Enclosed water cas-
cadesdown the glass walls of the inte- [ &
rior and reflects the blue light from

above, which, according te Kurland,

helpsto quell any sensation of vertigo.

of Old San Juan. By night, however, it's transformed into a lu-
minous spaceship—its windows streaming with marine-blue
light, its first-floor and rooftop bars glowing amber—popu-
lated with preternaturally beautiful young people who might
be aliens from a designer planet. They come to sip cockrails
and nibble sushi under the sky or beside the fireplace on the
rooftop, at Wert Bar, or to sample lollipop lamb chops with
their drinks at Liquid, where DJs spin on Friday nights. “Just z
to sit here and watch the outfits that walk through the hotel guests asthey travel throughthehsl: — R
and the kids partying—it’s worth the price of admission,” says ways tolheir roomes Whimsical Gatar - =
David Kurland, The Water Club's managing partner and, referencarabound The saund of
with Joaquin Boliver 11, co-owner. ' - '
The Water Club is Kuorland’s creation, a dream he envi-
sioned when he was still managing director of the nearby
Wyndham El San Juan Hotel. “No one had done anything undulate, andtiles withtransposed
in the boutique style in Puerto Rico,” he says, "and [ felt images ol river rocks are inderfoot.

A water sculpture, created by De-

signWorks, rellectsthe movemenbol

crashing waves pesonates fromhid-

denspeakers, diaphanous curtains
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BELOW Warm tropical breezes gath-

“The concept of water kind of dictated everything: the ocean,
the sand and the tropica| elements, says Rosario.

erunderthe canopy of the hotel's
rooftop entertainment area, Wet Bar,
The design, Kurland says, revolves
around the elements of fire and wind.
BOTTOM: The pool, also located on the
rool,is bordered onthree sidesbhya
glass railing. Guests can enjoy pano-

ramic views of the Atlantic,

Atypical guest room. “The vision was
toinluse and soften the harshness of
minimalism with the relazed gualities

ofthe Caribbean—and to convey that

everywhere in the hotel” Kurland says.

The bedfabrics are from Kravet.

the island had matured enough to make it possible.” With a
multitude of new restaurants, museums, galleries and dance
companies in San Juan, he points out, there was room for a
hostelry that didn't try to compete with them but instead of-
fered a place where—as Kurland deseribes it—vyou feel like
you're in the Caribbean for the first time.
Enlisting the help of 5an Juan-based designers Anny
algas and Pedro Rosario, who had previously worked on his
te residence, he set about making his dream a reality.,

“David had the name of the hotel betore we even came up
with the concept.” says Rosario, “and water kind of dictated
everything: the ocean, and the sand and the tropical elements.”

The 84 guest rooms, all of which have ocean views, are
light and airy, with bare wood Hoors bleached the color of a
sandy beach, custom-designed furnishings and sheer white
curtains; they're suffused with a soft underwater glow from
blue neon ||uhr|n1.{ concealed behind the IIT!'ILHL: (Onaw .J]I
near the door is a “desire board,” :




